
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
   In September’s newsletter I highlighted what parents needed to know 
about the Common Core State Standards.  In this month’s newsletter I  
would like to share what parents can do to support their child in the 
transition to the new Common Core State Standards. Frankly, the new 
standards are more  
difficult, requiring new methods of teaching, assessments, and focus on 
evidence based learning.  For instance, we are currently in our fifth 
week of school and  
we are implementing a new reading series called Reading Street that is 
aligned to the Common Core.  We are finding that all of our students are 
being  
challenged with this deeper level questioning, vocabulary, and readings.  
Therefore, please find these suggestions below to assist us and your 
child as we all  
transition to the Common Core. 
 
What Can Parents Do To Prepare for the CCSS? 
• Create a study group or call chain with other parents to examine the 
new standards in relation to homework and studying for tests. Discuss 
your initial  
impressions or concerns about the standards, how they differ from 
previous state standards, and learn how our school will prepare for 
implementation. 
• Through your involvement at P.R.I.D.E. or other committees, ask your 
school administrator and teachers how they are teaching to the standards 
and how  
they are measuring student progress toward meeting the standards. Ask how 
parents and community members can provide regular feed¬back and support  
teaching and learning of the standards. 
• Going through your child’s folder or book bag each night is a must. 
 Be involved in assisting with homework or studying for tests.  Reading 
through our new  
Reading Street textbook series and assisting with the difficult questions 
that assess word study and comprehension will be a huge help for your 
child. 
• Talk to your children about the importance of graduating from high 
school and being ready for college/career success. Discuss how the 
stan¬dards will be used  
to guide teaching and learning from kindergarten through high school. 
 
                           In Service of Youth, 
                           Daniel E. Humphrey, Jr. 

 


